
Bayview Avenue is an important link in
York Region’s road network passing
through the environmentally sensitive
Oak Ridges Moraine. This 2-lane
roadway is planned and designed to
support the Region’s growth while
being extremely sensitive to the
topography and environmental setting.

Working for the Region of York,
McCormick Rankin Corporation (MRC)
and its subsidiary, Ecoplans, undertook
the planning and design of the Bayview

Avenue Extension between Stouffville
Road and Bloomington Road.

At the outset it was recognized that
the proposed roadway through the Oak
Ridges Moraine and key environmental
resources, such as the provincially-
significant Wilcox-St. George Wetland
Complex (PSW) and the Jefferson Forest,
would be a difficult challenge in terms
of mitigating environmental impacts
and addressing agency and public
concerns. These challenges were

reflected in its being one of only a
few municipal road projects carried
out as an Individual Environmental
Assessment (IEA).

MRC/Ecoplans successfully delivered
an approved IEA for the project in
1998 and completed the design in 
2001. The road was opened to traffic
in November 2002.

This submission focuses on the unique
and innovative approaches that were
developed and implemented to mitigate
effects on the natural environment:

1) A Wetland Habitat Creation
Pilot Project that provides

research and education
opportunities; and 

2) A salamander migration
study (focusing on the
rare Jefferson
Salamander) and the

design of dedicated amphibian crossings
along the roadway.

These approaches were instrumental in
securing agency approvals for the project,
and are recognized for advancing the
science of habitat creation and wildlife
crossing designs.
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KEY BENEFITS

• Enable York Region to achieve planned growth
of development

• Precedent-setting environmental enhancement
and mitigation including:

- Wetland Habitat Creation Pilot Project

- Educational program to enhance knowledge
of the science of wetlands and amphibian
migration.

- Salamander migration and crossing research
leading to future applications.


